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WHY INDIA IS HEART AND SOUL 
WITH GREAT BRITAIN 

Win ,s Inclii ]i«rt md soul with Great But.™, 

10 piesont crisii. ? The ansnei is quite piniii to the 
Indian bu.t probabh it will not be so plan, to tlin 
Lngbsliiinu who Ins ne\er been iii India oi Inuiiit^ 
been Ins not come touch with the heiit ,„d sou! 

” 1^^ ^"S>>sl>mcn even ,ii India do 

not try to do so If India u as conquered terntoiy i,i 
tlie sense that is usually understood or if the Inch ms 
liold t he position of a subject nation the response 
given bj India in the liour of tlio Eaipiios need 
would hue been i niittci for wonder indeed but 
Iiidii IS not a conquered countiy nor no her peonlo 
a subject population ^ 


Bntish Rule i« Indta 

In the nil Idle of the ci!>btecutb coiitiirj the ecnlril 
Iloghul ailtholitj at Dclli, h id filleli into couiiih tc 
and irietlicv able dccij Ibe II ilii itta poiiei which 
h id aiiscii oil Its rums receive I i stuimmg blow ni 
the third bittle of Piinq at India w is divided into 
i nmiibor of small Stvte held njnrt bj mutual 
suspicion mid je dousv an 1 notscldom n irriiiga amt 
eich other The eniiitrj had beeonic a to 

mirchj and eoiifti ion In this st to of thin s the 
help of the I reiicli or the 1 i,„b h Inidmg coinpniies 
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The battle of Plas-^cy, which laid the foundations of 
British lule in India and ga\c to the East India 
Company the ie\enae aclmimstiatioii of Bengal, 
was nndeitaken as much on the invitation of the 
Indian people as of the thicatcned English settlement 
at Murshidnbnd, and fought practically with Indian 
soldiers In the wais that followed, the Govcinment 
of Great Britain did not supply a single soldier oi 
spend a single rupee It was solely with India’s 
money, and mostly with Indi.iu blood, that the 
British Empire in India was built up and consolid- 
ated, and when tlie Mutiny came in 1857, and British 
rule in India was neaily sbattcied, it ivas again with 
the help of the Indian princes and people that it was 
re established Ptofessoi Seeley has justly observed 
that “ the expression ‘ conquest ’ as applied to the 
acquisition of sovereignty by the East India Company 
in India is not merely loose but thoioiighly mislead- 
ing ’’ India lias never felt that she was a conquered 
country, and the Indians do not feel that they arc a 
conquered people 

The Gharatter oj Bntish Rule 

But It IS not a question of historical deduction or 
personal feeling The Chattel Act of 1833, one of 
the early parliamentary statutes dealing with the 
government of India, ** definitely and finally recog- 
nised the equality of status, of lights, and of duties 
of the Indian sulneets of Lis Majesty with the 
British subjects ” But this is not all 

Indtols Magna C}ia)ta 

TJie people of India justly attach i eiy great impoi- 
tauce to the Proclamation issued in 1858 b}^ Queen 
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Victoiica to the princes, chiefs, and people of India on 
the occasion of tlie transfer of the government of 
India from the East India Company to the British 
Crown India nas just then emerging fiom a bloody 
and teinble struggle Gieat as was the occasion, 
inaiking a new and important epoch in the history of 
India, it vas rendered doubly memorable by the 
great Proclamation of Queen Victoria, nhich has been 
trill) called the ^lagua Cliaita of the Indian people 
High statesmanship bringing the solace of peace 
to a bleeding people and holding out hopes of a gieat 
future, comliincd with sentiments as lofty ns have 
ever moved humanit), was the predominant feature 
of this noble message, and it ended with tv humble 
and solemn piajei which wont straight into the 
hcaits of an oriental people instinct with the religious 
spirit 

A.ftei announcing a general imiiesty, the Proclamn 
tiori piocecded — 

“We de-jiie no extension of Our ternfoiuil 
possessions and while Wc will peimit no aggres- 
sion upon Oui dominions or Our rights, We shall 
• sanction no encioiclmient on those of others We 
shall lespect the iigjits, dignit), and honoiu of 
Our Natiie Piiuccs as Our own 

‘ Wehold Oursches bound to the natues of Our 
Indian tcrntoiies by the same obligations of duty 
which bind Us to all Our other subjects and thoac 
ohlmatioiis, h) the blessing of Almight) God, Wc 
shall faithfull) ind conscientiously fulfil It is Our 
earnest cle-^irc to stimulate the peaceful mdustr) of 
Indi i, to piomote works of public utilit) and im- 
piovement, and to ndininistcr its government for 
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tIiG benefit of all Our subjects lesident theicin 
In thezr prosperity wll be Our strength, in their 
contentment Our secunty , and in then gratitude 
Oui best reward And may tbe God of all power 
grant to Us and those in authoiity under Us 
strength to carry out tlicse Our wishes for the good 
of Our people ” 

This was not a chartci of rights nrung from an 
unwilling Ruler by foice or compulsion, but a do 
liberate declaration of the policy of the British 
Parliament giaciously and aptly con\ eject thtough 
the lips of a female Sovereign and it is not a policy 
which the British nation has repented On the 
fiftieth anniversary of the gicat Proclamation, it was 
confirmed and ratified by another message from King 
Edward VII to the princes, chiefs, and people of 
India 
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language as the medium of intei 
ideas, i growing spirit 
oPf^’^alit) , a common goa eminent and common 
ideals, internal peace and fieedom fiom extern il 
aggression, haae marked the histoiy of BritisJi 
luie in India during the latter half of the nine 
teentli ccntur} In^ tlie twentieth century, the 
reforms associated with the names of the late Eiil 
of Miuto and Viscount Moilcy, thougli somcnliat 
mutilated in actuil opeiation and the sympathetic 
attitude of Loid Ifirdinge identifying the Goiern 
ment of India \uth tlic Indian people on the great 
question affecting their status as citizens of the 
British Empuc hl^c drann tlic nations Biitish and 
Indian, ^lo'^ci together 
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an erroneous sense of dignity anil picstigc, at tmies 
sunound tlicmsehcs 

The visit of the King and Queen, as the i isihle 
emhodimcnt of sovereignty, and the generous and 
noble uttciauccs of the King in his ^allous addresses 
m India, did much to hciitcn the iicople in then faith 
in the ultimate fulfilment of the great Proclamation 
of Queen Aictoiia, foi hope* long defened had made 
them falter The Indian people justly demand a 
great e\tension of educatiou among the masses, for it 
IS the foundation of all progress, and the «oids of the 
King in his reply to the address of the Unh eisity of 
Calcutta haae been tahen by them as a fresh land 
mark in the dcaelopmcnt of education in India His 
Majesty siid “It is my TMsh that tlieie may bo 
spread over the land a network of schools and 
colleges, fiom which will go forth loyal and manly 
and useful citizens able to Iiold then own m the 
industries and agnciilluic and all the v ocatrons m life 
And It IS my wish, too tliat the homes of my Indian 
subjects may be brightened and then laboui 
sweetened by the spread of knowledge with call that 
follows in its tiam, a higher level of thought, of 
comfort, and of health It is through education that 
my wish will be fulfilled, and the cause of education 
in India will evei be close to my heart ” 

The Attitude of the People in tins Gieat Crisis 
These are precious words to the Inclnn people as 
the declaration by the Sovereign of a* policy which 
must be carried out Great and fai leaelung as have 
been the benefits of Bntish rule in India, it has not yet 
nsen to the full height of the British people in whose 
name and on whose behalf it rs administered, noi of 
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tlie people, lions to nn ancient civili« itioii, for wliosc 
benefit the great Queen asked Divine help to admmis 
tci her lulc Impoitant (jiicstions, such as the right 
to cairy amis, to enlist as voliinteeis, to enter the 
commissioned ranks of the Army, the recognition of 
equal citizenship in British colonies, the better ad 
unnistiation of justice, a moic equitable participation 
in the goa eminent of *the country, still aw ait solution, 
and India has necessanl} felt at times sore and heart 
sick , but tlicie ncvei has been any desire to bleak 
away India has definitely set herself to foige ahead, 
and toTliis end to work in India as w ell as iii England 
bj cieiy constitutional moans in her j^oiver With 
sympathetic statesmen like the Jlarquis of Crewe 
and Lord Haidingeat the head of affairs, her career 
maj not bo very difficult Some people may haie 
imagined, the Germans amongst others, that the 
difficult questions of Indian administration would 
keep England and India apart and others who real- 
ised that the pace of Biitisli rule in India has been 
too slow, too much weighted with caution, have 
doubted This feeling of doubt has been, to some 
extent, accentuated by the too great piommence that 
a section of the English Press has given to political 
crimes in India, forgetting that the^ aie attiibutable 
to an infinitesimal fraction of its population But 
India has nei er doubted Her heart has been 
wholly with British rule , the foundations of hei 
faith and lo_>alty haae been too well and firmly laid 
to be lightl} disturbed all that she desires is that 
British lulo in India should be compatible with the 
selfiespect of her people, glowing in education, 
knowledge, and evpeiience , that it should dcielop 
into a iiile by the people as part of the British 
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Dmpire, nsT\ns foie®5cen nud foretold b} tbc giext 
statesmen wlio moulded her destinies in the eail} put 
nineteeatb. century And ludn lias been woik 
^i^^waids this goal she lealises it must be a slow 
Sdfiu^bonoiis process 

>1 came this great Euiopean \var, sudden and 
all doubt, all hesitation all questions ueie 
auaj theic was but one feeling — to stand by 
^Stigl xnd in the horn of danger The great ojipoi 
tiinit) for India, in the highest sense, had come she 
clauned to hold an equal position with othei paits of 
the Empire — she winted to pioac her Ihc 

Indian piinccs are eagci to sliow that the) mi^iu fact, 
IS thej have been in name, pillars of the Empire then 
xnccstoia had fought as captains and leaders in the 
aim} of the Great Moghul and the} aio anaious to 
occup) then old position m the Aiiu} of Gic it Britain 
And the people of India who liaio ■'O thoroughly 
identified themschis with tlic Bntisli peoide line 
come forwaid more gcncrousli than evoi m the pist 
either m the dv}s of the IlimUi oi the IMoHlem foi 
the} hid not then realised their power, to ofici then 
scmcos and then resources riieylmio through then 
icpresciitatii cs lu conned \otcd out of the iciciuios 
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